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The Salmon in the Classroom program 
in Lodi USD is thriving and growing! 

2024-2025
● 54 total classrooms from 2nd grade to high school
● Reaching all stand-alone middle schools
● 19 new teachers



Study Trips to the Mokelumne Fish Hatchery

● Students rotate through interactive learning 
stations, organized and led by Lodi USD 
Instructional Coaches

● 2 Spawning Days in the Fall

○  300+ students (5th grade and up).

● 6 Salmon Release Days

○ 30 classrooms and nearly 900 students in an 
engaging environmental literacy experience. 



Community Partners & Sponsors

● California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW)
● San Joaquin County Office of Ed (SJCOE)
● City of Lodi
● City of Stockton
● Delta Flyfishers
● East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD)
● Restore the Delta



Mrs. Dunn & Mrs. Keegan
2nd Grade

Beckman Elementary



Mr. Gilham’s 2nd Grade Class at Sutherland

Music & 
Science!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1f3DIg3sjJkMbh7aVDyu7Pro2t-u2qZ0W/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1mgiOjldlLkqbSLq9sDIbQs6xCaLG0sJI/preview


John Muir 5th Graders- Mrs. Fry’s class

● Study ecosystems
● Write poetry
● Nature journals
● Contributors to Mokelumne 

Currents newspaper



Swimming Through Science, 
Exploring the Life and 

Legacy of Salmon

Mrs. Troncale’s 5th Grade -Lakewood  



Mrs. Shamhart’s 5th Grade Class - 
Reese

My students learned so much about the anatomy and life cycle of a salmon. In 3rd 
grade, many of them participated in the salmon in the classroom project with Mrs. 

Parks and Mrs. Shepherd. It was fun to see their learning go deeper in 5th grade!



Lodi Middle School 
8th Grade Science-  Hyllen, Schwabauer, & Lauchland

The salmon experience 
supports our LCAP Goal #3, 
which is to increase parent 
involvement and students' 
sense of belonging.

Our salmon release is a special 

family event where loved ones 

come together to celebrate, 

creating shared moments of pride 

and connection. This tradition 

strengthens the bond between 

families and our school, fostering 

a true sense of belonging.



Ms. Erickson   8th Grade   Millswood Middle
Room 223

Keeping our students connected to their 
river! They are the future stewards of 

our Mokelumne watershed!





A Salmon's Life Cycle in Our Watershed
An Arc GIS Student Project 

By Isabella and Cora

6th Grade

Mrs. Dickinson 

Vinewood

November 14, 
2024

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f0ca0df38d9c4350b58c8cb4b89cfaff


Lodi USD Participating Schools & Teachers

Beckman Elementary Chelsea De Herrera

Christina Dunn

Janine Jacinto
Borchardt Elementary Erin Flores

Leslie Mejia

Amy Briggs
Borchardt Elementary Christina Soria
Christa McAuliffe Susan Hawkins
Creekside Elementary Kitta McMahon
Davis Elementary Cristina Caporali-Dutra
Delta Sierra Middle Israel McIntosh

Sharon Ramos

Isaiah Stowers

Elkhorn Elementary Jennifer O'Neill
George Lincoln Mosher Neil Simpson

Deborah Anthony

Jennifer Barnett

Emily Mayer

Carmen Tejeda
Independence School Brad Braden
Joe Serna Jr. Elizabeth Trejo
John Muir Elementary Monica Selna

Amy Easter

Jackie Fry
Lakewood Elementary Stephanie Troncale

Jeanine Mastel Fox



Lodi USD Participating Schools & Teachers

Leroy Nichols Alisa Dennis
Lodi High School Kyle DeAnda

Melissa Turner
Lodi Middle School Kristi Hyllen

Ashlyn Lauchland

Lauren Schwabauer
Manlio Silva Elementary Gayliene McCoy
Millswood Middle Bret Erickson

Scott Heinrich

Laura Kepner
Morada Middle Noemi Santiago
Needham Elementary Michelle Orgon

Lurdes Ordinola
Oakwood Elementary Patty Litts

Jaimee Wilson
Podesta Ranch Erin Di Piero

Reese Elementary Brooke Shamhart

Brianne Shepherd

Nikki Parks
Sutherland Elementary David Nielsen

Deb Cannon

Pete Mackey

Doug Gilham Jr.

Andrea Ames

Kimberly Hong
Turner Academy Jennica Frisk
Valley Robotics Academy Amy Durnell
Vinewood Elementary Nicole Dickinson
Woodbridge Elementary Jennifer Willis




